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Abstract 

 

In 1983 under the leadership of Dr. Daria Haust, the Pediatric Pathology Club (PPC; forerunner 

of the Society for Pediatric Pathology [SPP]), promulgated bylaws that included recognition of 

the special expertise required in pediatric pathology.  This standard followed formal discussion 

that began as early as 1970, suggesting that special certification should be pursued, and the idea 

was vetted by the PPC in 1980 following a special report by Dr. Benjamin Landing and a letter 

to PPC members.  Under the leadership of Dr. William Donnelly in 1984,  a relationship between 

the SPP and the American Board of Pathology (ABPath) began in order to receive recognition of 

pediatric pathology as a special discipline.  As a result, a test committee chaired by Dr. Jerald 

Schenken began preparing question categories and examples for ABPath examination.  These 

efforts culminated in the first pediatric pathology subspecialty examination, held in Atlanta, 

Georgia on November 20, 1990.  With this article we wish to detail the history of ABPath 

pediatric pathology board certification from its beginnings to the current time. 
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To assist and promote the development and recognition of resident/fellow training programs in 

pediatric pathology and work with certifying and accrediting bodies to establish and maintain a 

means by which pathologists may be certified as having special competency in pediatric 

pathology.  

2020 Society for Pediatric Pathology Bylaws 

Article III, Section 1 

 

Beginnings 
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The Pediatric Pathology Club (PPC), the precursor of the Society for Pediatric Pathology (SPP), 

was founded in 1965.1,2 Legend has it that the PPC’s initial bylaws were written on a napkin. Dr. 

Maria  Daria Haust, the Club’s president in 1983, recognized that the organization warranted a 

new name and structure to become a true professional society. Under her leadership, we became 

the SPP, and new bylaws were written. The new bylaws contained an earlier version of the 

statement above, establishing one of the Society’s purposes being to recognize pathologists with 

special expertise in pediatric pathology. (We have not been able to obtain the 1983 bylaws, so 

the exact wording is unknown. If anyone reading this has a copy, we would be thrilled to fill in 

this lacuna.) 

 

The origins of the push for certification date much earlier. In an undated letter sent to PPC 

members by Dr. Marie A. (Mollie) Valdés-Dapena (1921-2012)3 during her term as PPC 

president in 1980, she related that formal discussion occurred regarding pediatric pathology 

certification by the Club around 1970, but it was not pursued at that time. Renewed interest by 

the Club’s Executive Council resulted in a report by Dr. Benjamin Harrison Landing (1920-

2000)4  to the Council and the Membership at the Annual Meeting in February 1980 in New 

Orleans. Dr. Landing’s report resulted in a push by the membership and a letter from Dr. Valdés-

Dapena to Club members, which included a questionnaire to further assess the extent and reasons 

for members’ interest in subspecialty certification. The letter posed four general questions: 

 

1. Is there perceived by PPC members a body of information, however defined, that is the 

province of the Pediatric Pathologist? 

2. Is there a group of individuals identifiable who practice this subspecialty? 

3. How shall we define the training required for the practice of this subspecialty? 

4. How shall we describe the “practice” of this subspecialty?  

 

There were two specific questions 

 

1. Do you view Pediatric Pathology as a discipline or area of special competence? 

2. Do you feel that subspecialty certification or other formal designation of competence in 

Pediatric Pathology should be pursued? 

 

 

The questionnaire also asked basic demographic information about members and their training, 

experience, and practice. Although we do not have overall results of the survey, Dr. Donald B. 

Singer (SPP President 1989) shared his affirmative answers and comments to the two specific 

questions in the survey: 

 

Do you view Pediatric Pathology as a discipline or area of special competence? 

“Yes. In other disciplines, special competence is negatively reflected in the uneasiness 

with which the non-expert handles problems. So it is for most cases of pathologic 

problems in infants and children. The converse is equally true”. 

 

Do you feel that subspecialty certification or other formal designation of competence in 

Pediatric Pathology should be pursued?  
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“Yes. To establish once and for all that pediatric pathology has special problems and 

special needs for solutions and that the general pathologist hasn’t the background to meet 

these needs.” 

 

The overall response of the membership was clearly in the affirmative. William Henry (Bill) 

Donnelly (1936-2012), SPP President 1991, was charged with developing a relationship with the 

American Board of Pathology (ABPath) to begin the process leading to recognition of pediatric 

pathology as a distinct discipline.  Bill was the pediatric pathologist at the University of Florida 

in Gainesville from 1971 until his death in 2012. Perhaps his proximity to the Board’s office in 

Tampa helped him facilitate this process. Although Bill was never a member of the pediatric 

pathology test committee, he was proud of his role, and his obituary5 cites his leadership of the 

SPP’s board certification effort from 1984 – 1989. 

 

The Test Committee 

 

The ABPath trustees voted to establish the Pediatric Pathology Test Committee in August 1983, 

and five SPP members were appointed the following February. The inaugural meeting of the 

pediatric pathology test committee convened on Monday, April 9, 1984 at the Far Horizons 

Beach Resort, Longboat Key, Sarasota, FL. Interestingly, the committee defined the scope of the 

specialty as from conception to puberty. 

 

Jerald R. Schenken (1933-2001) , ABPath President, was the Test Committee Chair.  In 1965 Dr. 

Schenken joined a practice founded by his father and based at Nebraska Methodist and 

Children’s Hospitals. He served as the Director of Pathology at Omaha Children’s Hospital from 

1973 to 1990 and was among the first group of pathologists certified in pediatric pathology in 

1990. Dr. Schenken went on to serve as a trustee of the American Medical Association from 

1985 to 1994 and as a member of their executive committee from 1986 to 1992. The University 

of Nebraska named an award in his honor, which is presented to senior medical students for 

outstanding achievement in pathology and microbiology67.  

 

Dr. Jack M. Layton (1917-2015), the vice president of the ABPath, served as Test Committee 

Vice Chair. Dr. Layton had interests in teratology and neuropathology. The other members of the 

committee in attendance and their stated areas of interest were:  Dr. Harvey Rosenberg (1924-

2018, SPP President 1978)7 – Neonatal metabolic disease, congenital heart disease; Dr. John 

Kissane (1928-2018, SPP President 1974)8 – General pediatric pathology, renal and pancreatic 

tumors; Dr. Kathleen Heidelberg – Neoplasia, gastrointestinal and immunopathology; Dr. Don 

Singer – Perinatal disease of any kind. Dr. Valdés-Dapena was also a member of the committee 

but did not attend the first meeting. Dr. Murray R. (Gus) Abell (c1921-2003), the Board’s 

executive director, facilitated the meeting, and staff member Cindy Rider served as the recorder.  

 

Committee members were asked to prepare suggested question categories and to submit 

Kodachrome and electron microscopy questions for the next meeting. Microscopic slide 

questions were deferred to subsequent meetings. The proposed categories were to be distributed 

among the members for further consideration and to be finalized before the next meeting. These 

categories were the predecessors of the current category codes that form the examination 
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question grid distribution appearing on the ABPath website. The next meeting was scheduled for 

May 2-3, 1985, also on Longboat Key. 

 

The ABPath test committees are now officially named “Test Development and Advisory 

Committees” (TDACs)9. There are currently 14 TDACs, including two recent ones specifically 

for anatomic and clinical pathology CertLink question writing, review, and validation. Terms are 

yearly but are now limited to six years. Committee members nominate prospective members, and 

a new Pediatric Pathology TDAC member will be appointed in the coming months. Current and 

other past members of the Pediatric Pathology TDAC  are listed in Table 1. 

 

 

Pediatric Pathology Training Programs and ACGME Accreditation 

 

The first certification examination was offered in 1990.  Candidates could theoretically qualify to 

sit the examination in one of two ways, either based upon experience or based upon completion 

of an approved fellowship training program. Most of the first cohort of ABPath certified 

pediatric pathologists sat the examination based upon years of experience.  
 

Until 1995, applicants for certification based on training (as opposed to experience) were 

required to have 2 years of pediatric pathology training (see below). As the ACGME never 

accredited any pediatric pathology training programs for two years, all of the early diplomates 

who qualified based on two-year fellowships must have had their training programs vetted by the 

ABPath. Obviously, the second years in those programs accredited for one year were deemed 

acceptable. Dr. Singer and Dr. Kevin Bove (SPP President 1990) recall visiting and assessing 

programs at Northwestern and University of Pittsburgh in the early 1990s. We have been unable 

to locate records documenting how their assessments may have been used or elucidating other 

aspects of the program approval process by the Board.  

 

The ABPath’s files include an interesting list titled “Provisionally Approved Programs in 

Pediatric Pathology” with the handwritten annotation “ABP approved 10/92”.  The list includes 

54 children’s hospitals, and for most, the name of the CEO or administrator is listed rather than 

an actual program director. Many of these hospitals never had pathology residents or even 

rotating residents from other institutions, and one was no longer a hospital, having restructured 

into a multispecialty pediatric physician practice by 1992 (one of the authors [JG] was their lab 

director at the time!).  We speculate that the list might be based on hospitals where individuals 

qualifying for the first 3 examinations by experience may have been practicing. Four of the 

programs, however, are listed with pathologist program directors:  East Carolina University 

(Vijay Joshi), St. Louis University (Carole Vogler), University of Miami (Rita Fojaco), and 

Washington University/Barnes Hospital (Cheryl Coffin). 

 

The list also includes 8 Canadian Royal College approved programs, which is remarkable as the 

Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada (RCPSC) has only this year (2020) 

recognized pediatric pathology as a subspecialty (“Area of Focused Competency”).. These 

hospitals were: 

 British Columbia Children’s Hospital, Vancouver 

 Alberta Children’s Hospital, Calgary 

 Hospital for Sick Children, Toronto 
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 Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario, Ottawa 

 Montreal Children’s Hospital, Montreal 

 Hopital de L’Enfant-Jesus, Quebec City 

 Izaak Walton Killom Hospital for Children, Halifax 

 Charles A. Janeway Child Health Center, St. Johns 

 

Prior to 1992, Pediatric Pathology programs were not separately listed in the AMA “Green 

Book” Directory of Graduate Medical Education Programs. In 1991, there were seven ACGME 

accredited pathology “residencies” based at children’s hospitals, all of which were only one year 

in duration, and some would accept physicians who had no prior post-graduate medical 

education. The largest of these programs was at Children’s Hospital Los Angeles (CHLA), 

which had six positions; Timothy Triche was the program director. The other programs at that 

time and their program directors were: 

Denver Children’s Hospital (Harry Wilson) 

Boston Children’s Hospital (Ramzi Cotran) 

Akron Children’s Hospital (Howard Igel) 

Columbus Children’s Hosptial (Stephen Qualman) 

Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (Cam Witzleben; SPP president 1993) 

St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children (Jean-Pierre de Chadarevian) 

 

Beginning in 1992, ACGME accredited programs based at children’s hospitals are listed under 

“Selective Pathology,” a category that also included a few cancer centers and orthopedic 

hospitals, and which now includes all of the general surgical pathology and organ-based 

subspecialty fellowships. The same seven facilities are listed together with . a program in San 

Antonio directed by Victor Saldivar. 

 

Accreditation requirements for Pediatric Pathology fellowships first appear in the AMA “Green 

Book” for 1995 – 1996. They were approved by the ACGME in 1994 with an effective date of 

July 1995. Fellowships (although the ACGME continued apply the terms residency/residents to 

this stage of post-graduate medical education until 2004) were approved for one year of training. 

From the outset, fellowships included training in both anatomic and clinical pathology: 

 

The education in pediatric pathology must include general and systemic aspects of 

autopsy and surgical pathology (including embryo-fetal, perinatal, and placental 

pathology as well as pediatric aspects of dermatopathology, gynecological and 

obstetrical pathology, forensic pathology, and neuropathology) immunopathologic and 

histochemical techniques, cytopathology, ultrastructural pathology, cytogenetics, 

molecular biologic techniques including diagnostic techniques for metabolic diseases, 

and other advanced diagnostic techniques as they relate to pediatric pathology. 

 

Programs must provide instruction and experience in the major aspects of a hospital 

laboratory as it related to diagnosis in pediatric pathology, including resident 

participation in interpretation of laboratory data as part of pediatric patient-care 

consultation, conferences, rounds, laboratory management, quality assurance, data 

processing, teaching and scholarly activity. 
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In the 1996 – 1997 Green Book, 11 ACGME accredited programs are first listed under the 

heading of “Pediatric Pathology (Pathology-Anatomic and Clinical). Three programs continued 

to be listed under the category of “Selective Pathology” (Table 2).By 2000, the number of 

fellowships had grown to 25. Unfortunately, nine of these early fellowship programs have 

lapsed. Currently there are 28 ACGME accredited pediatric pathology fellowships.10  

 

Both core and subspecialty specific fellowship program requirements continue to evolve. The 

most recent update for pediatric (and all other) pathology fellowships were published in the 

summer of 2020.11 

 

Certification Requirements 

 

ABPath formally applied to the American Board of Medical Specialties to issue certificates of 

Special Qualification in pediatric pathology in November 1988. 

 

The initial certification requirements for pediatric pathology published in the ABPath Booklet of 

Information for the 1990 examination required applicants to be certified in anatomic and clinical 

pathology (APCP) or anatomic pathology (AP) only and either: 

  

Two full years of additional supervised training in pediatric pathology in a program 

accredited for such training by the ACGME or approved for such training by the ABPath 

or 

Four additional years of full-time experience in pediatric pathology or its equivalent in a 

situation offering experience opportunities comparable to those of an accredited or 

approved training program in pediatric pathology and acceptable to the ABPath. 

 

In February 1991, the Board enabled Canadian pathologists who were certified in general or 

anatomic pathology by the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada (RCPSC), and 

who had the requisite pediatric pathology experience, to sit for the certification examination in 

pediatric pathology. Pathologists receiving their pediatric pathology subspecialty training in 

Canada are currently not eligible to sit for the examination based upon their training; however, 

Canadian pathologists certified by the RCPSC may be admitted to ACGME accredited pediatric 

pathology fellowships in the U.S. and become eligible for certification. The ongoing saga of 

recognition for Canadian pediatric pathology fellowships must be left to someone else and 

another day. 

 

In August 1994, the ABPath approved decreasing the length of the training requirement to one 

year, in keeping with the length of accredited training recently established by the ACGME. This 

change is not reflected until the 1996 – 1997 Green Book, at which time the length of experience 

also was decreased to two years. Candidates who took the examination in 1999 were the last 

ones permitted to qualify for certification by experience. 

 

Until 2009, pediatric pathology training had to occur after the completion of full training 

necessary to qualify for APCP or AP, although the ACGME permits interposed fellowships after 

completion of two years of training. Fellows who do an interposed fellowship qualify to take the 
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pediatric pathology subspecialty examination once they satisfactorily complete APCP or AP 

certification. 

 

The Examination and Certification 

 

This year marks the thirtieth anniversary of the first American pediatric pathology subspecialty 

examination, which was held on November 20, 1990 in Atlanta, Georgia in a hotel ballroom. The 

application and examination fee was $1000. Ninety-one of our colleagues were in the initial 

cohort certified that year (Table 2 and Figure 1).  

 

The pediatric pathology examination was given annually until 1995, then became binannual   

until 2011, when it once again became annual. The last hotel-based examination with projected 

Kodachrome images was in Indianapolis on May 18, 1995. The first examination in the 

ABPath’s examination center in Tampa was on August 18, 1997, and in 2020, because of the 

Covid-19 pandemic, the examination will be administered remotely. Through 2019, 582 

pathologists have been certified in pediatric pathology. 

 

From 1990 through 1998, certification in pediatric pathology was referred to as a Special 

Qualification, as were other subspecialty certificates at that time. Beginning in 1999, the 

terminology was changed to subspecialty certification. Time unlimited certificates were issued 

through 2005. All pediatric pathology diplomates certified beginning in 2006 are required to 

participate in the ABPath’s Maintenance of Certification program to remain certified. Initially, 

time limited certificates expired in 10 years requiring re-examination for renewal. The updated 

program is now known as Continuing Certification. Beginning in 2021, the 10-year examination 

will be replaced by ABPath CertLink, the Board’s successfully piloted quarterly educational and 

evaluation program. Certificates remain valid as long as the diplomate fulfills all of the aspects 

of Continuing Certification. 

 

Cooperating Society Status 

 

The ABPath has long had supportive and collaborative relationships with its Cooperating 

Societies to identify and address issues of importance to the profession of pathology. For many 

years, Cooperating Societies were only the large, major general pathology organizations such as 

the College of American Pathologists, the United States/Canadian Academy of Pathology, and 

the American Society for Clinical Pathology. In the last decade, with the change for diplomates 

interacting with the Board from a “once and done” contact to a perpetual professional 

relationship, the trustees have recognized the value and need to involve additional stakeholders 

as Cooperating Societies, since many pathology organizations play significant roles in the 

support of diplomates in their life-long learning and improvement in practice, their participation 

in Continuing Certification, and documenting their participation in educational and quality 

assessment activities.  

 

The Society for Pediatric Pathology requested and was admitted as a Cooperating Society of the 

ABPath in 2018. Coming full circle from its founding in 1965 as the Pediatric Pathology Club, 

our Society has achieved formal recognition from the American Board of Pathology of its goal 
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and role in the development of pediatric pathology as a specialty, as advanced in our bylaws so 

long ago. 
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Table 1.  Past and current members of the ABPath Pediatric Pathology Test Development and 

Advisory Committee 

 

Past Trustee Chairs: 

 Jerald Schenken 

 Jack P. Strong 

 Ramzi S. Cotran 

 Deborah Powell 

 Margaret Grimes 

 

TDAC Coordinator:  

 Clarita Scioscia – since 1986! 

 

Past Members: 

 Virginia Baldwin  

John Buchino (SPP President 1996) 

Jane Chatten 

Beverly Dahms 

Louis Dehner 

 Linda Ernst 

 Blaise Favara (SPP President 1985) 

 Milton Finegold (SPP President 1992) 

Enid Gilbert-Barness (SPP President 1986) 

David F. Hardwick (SPP President 1979) 

Dr. Kathleen Heidelberg  

 Cynthia Kaplan (SPP President 2010) 

 David Kelly 

John Kissane (SPP President 1974) 

Jack M. Layton 

Bruce Pawel 

Edwina Popek 

Stephen Qualman 

Ted Pysher (SPP President 2007) 

Christine Reyes 

Beverly Rogers (SPP President 2005) 

Joe Rutledge (SPP President 1999) 

Harvey Rosenberg (SPP President 1978)  

Don Singer (SPP President 1989) 

Glenn Taylor (SPP President 2013) 

Marie Valdés-Dapena (SPP President 1980) 

Arthur Weinberg (SPP President 1988) 

Eduardo Yunis (SPP President 1984) 

 

2020 Members: 

Jeffrey Goldstein, Chair 

Monique E. DePaepe 

Laura S. Finn 

Jason Jarzembowski 

Philip J. Katzman 

Kathleen K. Nicol 

Charles Timmons   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 2. First ACGME Accredited Programs in Pediatric Pathology, 1996 
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Columbus Children’s Hospital/Ohio State (Stephen Qualman) 

Children’s Hospital Los Angeles (Carl Rettenmier) 

Denver Children’s Hospital (Harry Wilson) 

Indiana University Medical Center (Stephen Heifetz) 

Louisiana State University (Randall Craver) 

Boston Children’s Hospital (Antonio R. Perez-Atayde) 

Wayne State University (Joel Hass, SPP President 1995) 

New York University Medical Center (M. Alba Greco) 

Children’s Hospital Medical Center of Akron (Dimitris P. Agamanolis) 

Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (Cam Witzleben, SPP President 1993) 

St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children (Jean-Pierre de Chadarevian) 

Brown University (Don B. Singer, SPP President 1989) 

University of Texas Southwestern (Arthur G. Weinberg, SPP President 1988) 

Baylor College of Medicine (Milton J. Finegold, SPP President 1992) 

 

  

 

Table 3. 1990 Pediatric Pathology Diplomates Certified by the 1990 First Examination 

 

Carlos Roberto Abramowsky Virginia Marie Anderson 

James Blanding Arey Joseph Craig Argyle 

Edgar Thomas Ballard Debra Beneck 

Denis Richard Benjamin Carl Press Boesel 

Kevin E. Bove John Joseph Buchino 

Sherrie Ann Caldwell Jane Chatten 

Katrina Anne Conard Randall Douglas Craver 

Cyril Arthur D'Cruz Beverly Barrett Dahms 

Jean Pierre E. deChadarevian Louis Powell Dehner 

Paul Samuel Dickman Blaise Emile Favara 

Milton Joseph Finegold Rita Maria Fojaco 

Ralph A. Franciosi Carlos Alberto Galliani 

Enid Fischer Gilbert Barness Elizabeth Susan Gloster 

Jeffrey David Goldstein Orlando Ruben Gonzalez 

Lawrence P. Gordon Maria Alba Greco 

Joel Edward Haas Edith Petrie Hawkins 

Hal Kenneth Hawkins Kathleen Patricia Heidelberger 

Stephen Allen Heifetz Jeffrey Douglas Hubbard 

Dale Sanborn Huff Grover M. Hutchins 

Ronald Jaffe Vijay Vinayak Joshi 

Kathleen Kagan Hallet Cynthia Gordon Kaplan 

David Reid Kelly John Michael Kissane 

Alexander Samuel Knisely Harry Peter Kozakewich 

Robert Louis Kruger Benjamin Harrison Landing 

Claire Langston Olga Edwards Lasater 
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Leon Andrew Metlay Robert William Novak 

Patricia Allen O'Shea Calvin Eugene Oyer 

Kathleen Patterson Antonio R. Perez Atayde 

Roger Steve Phillips Alfredo Pinto 

Edwina Jane Popek Theodore James Pysher 

Linda Frances Rankin Raymond Wayne Redline 

Beverly Barton Rogers Stephen George Romansky 

Harvey Saul Rosenberg Eduardo Daniel Ruchelli 

Joe C. Rutledge Carolyn Margaret Salafia 

Jerald Rudolph Schenken Deborah E. Schofield 

Susan Chi Ching Shen Schwarz Ray Eldon Shenefelt 

Don B. Singer Cirilo Sotelo-Avila 

Carmen Kay Steigman Jack Perry Strong 

Eric Sylvestre Suarez Zayas Chen Chih J. Sun 

Charles Franklin Timmons Robert Weslie Tyson 

Elsa Valderrama Molly Valdes Dapena 

Carole Ann Vogler Paul Ellis Wakely 

Arthur George Weinberg Roger Anson Williams 

Harry Lee Wilson Kevin John Winn 

Stephanie Ann Young Eduardo Jose Yunis 

Nayere Seyes Zaeri  
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Figure 1: The First Pediatric Pathology Examination, Atlanta, GA, November 20, 1990; 

Examinees were seated in the order their applications were received. Proctors had taken the 

examination at an earlier session. 

 

Proctors standing on right: John Kissane (taller), Don Singer 

Proctors standing in rear: Harvey Rosenberg (bow tie), Cam Witzleben (on left), Enid Gilbert-

Barness (on right), Eduardo Yunis (left and behind Dr. Gilbert-Barness) 

First row: Ron Jaffe, Ben Landing, Susan C. Shen Schwarz, Cirilo Sotelo-Avila, Eduardo 

Ruchelli 

Second row: Jim Arey, Larry Gordon, Milt Finegold 

Third row: Stephen Heifetz, Kevin Bove, Unidentified, Cynthia Kaplan, Cyril D’Cruz, James 

Dimmick 

 

Others identified: Beverly Dahms (behind and to the right of Dr. Heifetz), Ted Pysher (behind 

and to the left of Dr. Dahms), Alex Knisely (behind and to the right of Dr. Bove), Antonio Perez-

Atayde (right of Dr. Knisely), Harry Kozakewich (behind and to the right of Dr. Perez-Atayde), 

David Kelly (in front and to the right of Dr. Kozakewich). Grover Hutchins (far right edge), 

Carlos Galliano (behind and to the left of Dr. Hutchins), Stephanie Young (aisle across from Dr. 

Dimmick). One of the authors (JG) is in the last row on the left, next to Dr. Gilbert-Barness’ 

back. 

 

 


