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Forensic Pathology Major Category Code Headings Updated 8/21/2024

1 Natural Deaths 40000
2 Pediatric Deaths 40010
3 Cardiovascular System 40200
4 Alcohol Use Disorder 40300
5 Central Nervous System 40400
6 Ocular System 40600
7 Respiratory System 40630
8 Head and Neck 40750
9 Genitourinary System 40770

10 Hematopoietic Lymphatic System 40900
11 Hepatic Gastrointestinal Pancreatic System 40950
12 Endocrine System 41060
13 Skin 41090
14 Bone, Joint, and Soft Tissue 41110
15 Peripheral Nerve and Skeletal Muscle 41130
16 Infectious Disease/Microbiology 41150
17 Immune Deficiency Disorders 41220
18 Nutritional Deficiencies 41240
19 Obesity 41250
20 Medicolegal Investigation of Natural Deaths 41280
21 Mechanical & Physical Injury 41300
22 Blunt Trauma 41320
23 Asphyxia 41550
24 Firearm Related Injuries 41620
25 Bombs and Explosions 41950
26 Sharp Injuries (Cutting & Stabbing) 42000
27 Electrical and Lightning Injuries 42070
28 Anaphylaxis Related Deaths 42130
29 Venom Related Deaths 42160
30 Deaths due to Changes in Atmosphere 42190
31 Heat/Cold Exposure Deaths 42220
32 Fire/Thermal Deaths 42300
33 Radiation Injuries & Deaths 42430
34 Chemical Injury: Including Toxicology and Postmortem Chemistry 42450
35 Analytic Methods 42650
36 Interpretative 42700
37 Environmental and Industrial Toxicology 42760
38 Identification of Human Remains 42850
39 Unnatural Deaths in Childhood 43350
40 Elder Abuse 43500
41 Pregnancy Related Deaths 43570
42 Sex-Related Deaths 43680
43 Deaths from Complications of Diagnostic and Therapeutic Procedures 43760
44 Water-Related Deaths 43800
45 Psychiatric and Stress Related Deaths 43920
46 History and Development of Forensic Pathology & Legal Medicine 43980
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47 Jurisprudence and Certification of Death 43990
48 Criminalistics 44100
49 Bioterrorism and Chemical Agents 44170
50 Molecular Pathology 44200
51 Transportation Related Deaths 44260
52 In-custody Deaths 44410
53 Postmortem Radiography 44420
54 Select Topics/Management 44470
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Forensic Pathology
1 Natural Deaths 40000
2 Pediatric Deaths 40010

A Deaths Associated with Prematurity 40015
B Sudden Unexpected Infant Natural Deaths 40020
C Sudden Unexplained Infant Deaths (SIDS) (SUDI) 40025
D Congenital Anomalies 40030
E Central Nervous System 40035

1 Normal Anatomy & Variations 40036
F Cardiovascular System 40040

1 Normal Anatomy & Variations 40041
G Respiratory system 40045
H Hepatic Gastrointestinal Pancreatic System 40050
I Hematopoietic Lymphatic System 40055
J Genitourinary System 40060
K Endocrine System 40065
L Skin 40070
M Bone and Joints 40075

1 Normal Anatomy & Variations 40076
N Peripheral Nerve and Skeletal Muscle 40080
O Eye 40085
P Fluid Electrolyte Disturbances 40090
Q Bleeding Diathesis/Thrombotic Disorders 40095
R Immune Deficiency Disorders 40100
S Nutritional Deficiencies 40105
T Infectious Disease/Microbiology 40110
U Neoplastic Conditions 40115
V Genetic Diseases 40120
W Placental Disorders 40121
X Miscellaneous Pediatric Deaths 40125

3 Cardiovascular System 40200
A Normal Anatomy 40201
B Vasculitides 40205
C Coronary Artery Atherosclerosis 40210
D Myocardial Infarct 40211
E Nonatherosclerotic Coronary Artery Diseases/Anomalies 40215
F Hypertension 40220
G Valvular Diseases 40225
H Atherosclerosis, NOS 40230
I Myocarditis 40235
J Sarcoidosis 40240
K Dilated Cardiomyopathy 40245
L Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy 40250
M Arrhythmogenic Cardiomyopathy 40255
N Aortic Dissection 40260
O Miscellaneous Aortic Diseases 40265
P Tumors 40270
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Q Congenital Diseases 40275
R Channelopathies 40280
S Amyloid 40285
T Dysrhythmias 40290
U Pericardial Disease 40295

4 Alcohol Use Disorder 40300
A Steatohepatitis 40305
B Steatosis 40306
C Cirrhosis 40310
D Cardiomyopathy 40315
E Esophageal Varices 40320
F Mallory Weiss Tear 40321
G Cerebellar Vermal Atrophy 40325
H Alcohol Withdrawal and Sudden Death 40330
I Fetal Alcohol Syndrome 40335
J Nutritional Complications 40340
K Fluid/Electrolyte Disturbances 40345
L Coagulopathy 40350
M Hematopoiesis 40355
N Infectious Complications 40360

5 Central Nervous System 40400
A Normal Anatomy & Variations 40401
B Malformations 40410
C Cerebrovascular Disease 40420
D Aneurysms 40430
E Hypertensive Intracerebral Hemorrhage 40440
F Neoplasms 40450
G Vascular Malformations 40460
H Meningitis 40470
I Encephalitis 40480
J Pituitary Disorders 40490
K Transmissable Spongiform Encephalopathies 40500
L Demyelinating Diseases 40510
M Degenerating Diseases of the Cerebral Cortex 40520
N Degenerating Diseases of the Basal Ganglia and Brainstem 40530
O Other Degenerating Diseases 40540
P Inborn Errors of Metabolism 40550
Q Toxic and Acquired Metabolic Diseases 40560
R Seizure Disorders 40570
S Phakomatoses 40580

6 Ocular System 40600
7 Respiratory System 40630

A Pneumothoraces 40635
B Pulmonary Infections 40640
C Asthma 40650
D Pulmonary Thromboembolism 40660
E Pneumoconioses 40670



Forensic Pathology Page 5 of 13

F Asbestos 40671
G Hypersensitivity Pneumonitis 40675
H Mesothelioma 40680
I Pulmonary Hypertension 40690
J Sarcoidosis 40700
K Drug Induced Lung Disease 40710
L Pulmonary Hemorrhage Syndromes 40720
M Diffuse Alveolar Damage 40725
N Neoplasms 40730
O Tobacco Induced Lung Disease 40740
P Interstitial Lung Disease 40745
Q Emphysema 40746

8 Head and Neck 40750
9 Genitourinary System 40770

A Congenital Anomalies 40780
B Cystic Diseases 40790
C Glomerular Diseases 40800
D Tubulointerstitial Diseases 40810
E Thrombotic Microangiopathies 40820
F Obstructive Uropathy 40830
G Neoplasms 40840
H Female Genital Tract Disorders 40850
I Breast Diseases 40860
J Male Genital Tract Disorders 40870

10 Hematopoietic Lymphatic System 40900
A Leukemia/lymphoma 40910
B Hemoglobinopathies 40920
C Bleeding Diathesis/Thrombotic Disorders 40930
D Amyloidosis 40935

11 Hepatic Gastrointestinal Pancreatic System 40950
A Gastric/duodenal Ulcers 40960
B Enterocolitis 40970
C Vascular Disorders 40980
D Inflammatory Bowel Disease 40990
E Tumors 41000
F Hepatitis 41010
G Inborn Errors of Metabolism 41020
H Bile Duct/Gallbladder Disorders 41030
I Pancreatitis 41040
J Diabetes Mellitus 41050

12 Endocrine System 41060
A Pituitary Disorders 41065
B Thyroid Diseases 41070
C Parathyroid Disorders 41075
D Adrenal Diseases 41080
E Pineal Gland 41085

13 Skin 41090
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14 Bone, Joint, and Soft Tissue 41110
15 Peripheral Nerve and Skeletal Muscle 41130
16 Infectious Disease/Microbiology 41150

A Bacterial Infections 41160
B Mycobacterial Diseases 41161
C Viral Infections 41170
D Fungal Infections 41180
E Parasitic Infections 41190
F Zoonoses 41200

17 Immune Deficiency Disorders 41220
A HIV 41225

18 Nutritional Deficiencies 41240
19 Obesity 41250
20 Medicolegal Investigation of Natural Deaths 41280
21 Mechanical & Physical Injury 41300
22 Blunt Trauma 41320

A Abrasions, Contusions, & Lacerations 41330
B Dating of Injuries 41340
C Patterned Injuries 41350
D Defensive Injuries 41360
E Forensic Neuropathology 41370
F Skull Fractures 41380
G Epidural Hematoma 41390
H Subdural Hematoma 41400
I Subarachnoid Hemorrhage 41410
J Cerebral Contusion 41420
K Cerebral Lacerations 41430
L Herniation 41440
M Traumatic Brain Injury 41450
N Sequelae of Traumatic Brain Injury 41460
O Neck Injury 41470
P Vascular Injury 41471
Q Spinal Cord Injury 41480
R Thoraco-abdominal Injuries (Including Pelvis) 41490
S Commotio Cordis 41491
T Aortic Injuries 41492
U Injuries of Extremities 41500
V Fractures 41510
W Healing of Fractures 41520
X Medical Complications of Injuries 41530
Y Fat Emboli 41531

23 Asphyxia 41550
A Suffocation 41555
B Smothering 41560
C Choking 41565
D Hanging 41570
E Manual Strangulation 41575
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F Ligature Strangulation 41580
G Positional, Mechanical, Traumatic Asphyxia 41585
H Suffocating Gases 41590
I Resuscitation Artifacts 41595
J Miscellaneous Asphyxia 41600

24 Firearm Related Injuries 41620
A Wound Ballistics 41630
B Entrance Wounds 41640
C Atypical Entrance Wounds 41650
D Graze Wounds 41651
E Exit Wounds 41660
F Shored Exit Wounds 41670
G Range of Fire Estimation 41680
H Intermediate Target 41681
I Contact Wounds 41690
J Near-contact Wounds 41700
K Close/intermediate Wounds 41710
L Cylinder Gap 41720
M Stippling 41730
N Indeterminate (Distant) Wounds 41740
O Ricochet Wounds 41750
P Bullet wipe 41760
Q Handgun Related Injuries 41770
R Rifle Related Injuries 41780
S Shotgun Related Injuries 41790
T Airgun Related Injuries 41800
U Miscellaneous Weapons 41810
V Delayed Firearm Related Deaths 41820
W Ammunition 41830
X DNA of Tissue on Bullets 41840
Y Retained Bullets 41850
Z Lead Poisoning 41860
AA Less Lethal Ammunition 41870
AB Humane Veterinary Killing Devices 41880
AC Stud Gun Injuries 41890
AD Homemade (Zip) Guns 41900
AE Detection of Gunshot Residue 41910
AF Radiography of Gunshot Wounds 41920
AG Miscellaneous Firearm Related Injuries 41930

25 Bombs and Explosions 41950
A Mechanical Injuries 41960
B Atmospheric Blast Injuries 41970
C Technical Aspects of Explosive Devices 41980

26 Sharp Injuries (Cutting & Stabbing) 42000
A Stab Wounds 42005
B Incised Wounds 42010
C Incised Wounds of the Neck 42015
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D Defensive Injuries 42020
E Chop Wounds 42025
F Sharp Injuries Caused by Objects Other than a Knife 42030
G Pattern Injuries-Sharp 42035
H Toolmark Identification 42040
I Postmortem Wounds 42045
J Dismembered Bodies 42050

27 Electrical and Lightning Injuries 42070
A Alternating Current Related Deaths 42075
B Direct Current Related Deaths 42080
C High Voltage Electrocution 42085
D Lightning Related Deaths 42090
E Cutaneous Electrical Manifestations 42095
F Electrical Conductive Device (TASER) 42100
G Basic Concepts of Electricity 42105

28 Anaphylaxis Related Deaths 42130
29 Venom Related Deaths 42160
30 Deaths due to Changes in Atmosphere 42190

A Barotrauma 42200
31 Heat/Cold Exposure Deaths 42220

A Hypothermia 42230
B Hyperthermia 42240
C Heat Stroke 42250
D Malignant Hyperthermia 42260

32 Fire/Thermal Deaths 42300
A Identification of Fire Victims 42310
B Carbon Monoxide 42320
C Smoke & Fume Inhalation 42330
D Thermal Burns 42340
E Scalding Injuries 42350
F Chemical Burns 42360
G Technical Aspects of Fire 42370
H Arson Investigation 42380
I Self Immolation 42390
J Microwave Burns 42400
K Flash Fires 42410

33 Radiation Injuries & Deaths 42430
34 Chemical Injury: Including Toxicology and Postmortem Chemistry 42450

A Toxicology Specimens 42460
B Specimen Collection 42470
C Ethanol 42480
D Alcohols Other than Ethanol 42490
E Drug Abuse 42500
F Body Packing 42501
G Illicit drugs 42510
H Cocaine 42511
I Hallucinogens 42512
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J Amphetamines 42513
K Licit Drug Abuse/OTC 42520
L Prescription Drugs 42530
M Opiates 42540
N Heroin 42541
O Mixed Drug Toxicity 42550
P Herbal Medication 42560
Q Inhalants 42570
R Carbon Monoxide Poisoning 42580
S Ethylene Glycol 42590
T Poisoning 42600
U Cyanide 42601
V Insulin 42610
W Digoxin 42620
X Succinylcholine 42630
Y Anesthetics 42631
Z Lye 42640
AA Vitreous Chemistry 42645

35 Analytic Methods 42650
A Methodology 42660
B Screening Tests 42670
C Confirmatory Tests 42680

36 Interpretative 42700
A Postmortem Redistribution 42710
B Drug Interactions 42720
C Pharmacogenetics 42730
D Adverse Drug Reactions 42740

37 Environmental and Industrial Toxicology 42760
A Organophosphate Toxicity 42770
B Volatile Organic Compounds 42780
C Aromatic Halogenated Compounds 42790
D Plastics Rubber, and Polymers 42800
E Metals 42810
F Agricultural Pesticides 42820

38 Identification of Human Remains 42850
A Fingerprints 42860
B Tattoos 42870
C Forensic Radiology 42880
D Time of Death/Postmortem Interval 42890
E Anatomical Changes 42900
F Algor mortis 42910
G Livor mortis 42920
H Rigor mortis 42930
I Postmortem Drying 42940
J Postmortem Insect Activity 42950
K Postmortem Animal Activity 42960
L Postmortem Trauma 42970
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M Chemical Changes in Body Fluids 42980
N Forensic Odontology 42990
O Dental Identification 43000
P Disaster Victim Identification 43010
Q Missing and Unidentifed Persons 43020
R Dental Age Estimation 43030
S Human Bite Marks 43040
T Animal Bite Marks 43050
U Postmortem Artifacts 43060
V Forensic Entomology 43070
W Insects of Forensic Importance 43080
X Collection of Entomological Evidence 43090
Y Insect Succession Factors 43100
Z Postmortem Interval Estimate 43110
AA Entomotoxicology 43120
AB Molecular Methods 43130
AC Forensic Anthropology 43140
AD Human Osteology 43150
AE Gender Determination 43160
AF Age Estimation 43170
AG Ancestry Assessment 43180
AH Stature Estimation 43190
AI Postmortem Interval Estimate 43200
AJ Trauma Effects 43210
AK Taphonomy of Fire 43220
AL Animal Scavenging 43230
AM Methods of Personal Identification 43240
AN Embalming Artifacts 43250
AO Exhumation 43260
AP Nonhuman Remains 43270
AQ Decomposing Bodies 43280
AR Putrefactive Decomposition 43290
AS Postmortem Desiccation 43300
AT Cremations 43310

39 Unnatural Deaths in Childhood 43350
A Stillbirth versus Livebirth 43355
B Estimation of Gestational Maturity 43360
C Placental Injuries 43365
D Feticide 43370
E Neonaticide 43375
F Smothering 43380
G Suffocation 43385
H Child Abuse 43390
I Blunt Trauma-Head 43395
J Blunt Trauma-Thorax 43400
K Blunt Trauma-Abdomen 43405
L Blunt Trauma-Extremities 43410
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M Battered Child 43415
N Patterned Injuries 43420
O Bite Marks 43425
P Thermal Injuries 43430
Q Poisoning 43435
R Forensic Radiography 43440
S Plain Film Radiography 43445
T Computed Tomography 43450
U Magnetic Resonance Imaging 43455
V Neglect 43460
W Malnourishment 43465
X Differential Diagnosis 43470
Y Asphyxia 43475
Z Wedging 43480
AA Choking 43485
AB Birth-related Injuries 43490

40 Elder Abuse 43500
A Neglect 43505
B Blunt Trauma 43510
C Drug Toxicity 43515
D Malnutrition 43520
E Dehydration 43525
F Decubitus Ulcers 43530
G Sexual Abuse 43535

41 Pregnancy Related Deaths 43570
A Pulmonary Artery Thromboemboli 43580
B Amniotic Fluid Embolism 43590
C Venous Air Embolism 43600
D Peripartum Cardiomyopathy 43610
E Coronary Artery Dissection 43620
F Aortic Dissection 43630
G Preeclampsia/Eclampsia/HELLP Syndrome 43640
H Acute Fatty Liver of Pregnancy 43650
I Coagulation Disorders 43660
J Miscellaneous Pregnancy Related Deaths 43670

42 Sex-Related Deaths 43680
A Sexual Assault 43685
B Sexual Assault Homicide 43690
C Trace Evidence 43695
D Bite Marks 43700
E DNA Analysis 43705
F Short Tandem Repeats 43710
G Mitochondrial DNA 43715
H Criminal Abortion 43720
I Autoerotic Deaths 43725
J Special Procedures 43730
K Miscellaneous Sex-Related Deaths 43735
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43 Deaths from Complications of Diagnostic and Therapeutic Procedures 43760
A Resuscitation Artifacts 43770
B Surgical/Medical Intervention Artifacts 43780

44 Water-Related Deaths 43800
A Natural Deaths while in Water 43810
B Drowning 43820
C Near Drowning 43830
D Scuba Related 43840
E Diagnosis of Drowning 43850
F Diatoms 43860
G Injuries Sustained in the Water 43870
H Dangerous Aquatic Life 43880
I Bodies Found in Water 43890
J Miscellaneous Water-Related Deaths 43900

45 Psychiatric and Stress Related Deaths 43920
A Schizophrenia 43925
B Acute Psychotic Episodes 43930
C Excited Delirium Syndrome 43935
D Drug Toxicity 43940
E Drug Adverse Effects 43945
F Eating Disorders 43950

46 History and Development of Forensic Pathology & Legal Medicine 43980
47 Jurisprudence and Certification of Death 43990

A Death Certification 43995
B Cause of Death 44000
C Contributory Conditions 44005
D Delayed Deaths 44010
E Mechanism of Death 44015
F Manner of Death 44020
G Natural Death 44025
H Accidental Death 44030
I Suicide 44035
J Homicide 44040
K Undetermined Manner 44045
L Forensic Pathologist as Expert Witness 44050
M Scientific Validity 44055

48 Criminalistics 44100
A Crime Scene 44110
B Scene Integrity 44120
C Chain of Custody 44130
D Blood Stain Pattern Interpretation 44140
E Biological Evidence on the Body 44150
F Trace Evidence 44160

49 Bioterrorism and Chemical Agents 44170
50 Molecular Pathology 44200

A Analytical Methods 44210
51 Transportation Related Deaths 44260
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A Scene Investigation 44265
B Pedestrian Deaths 44270
C Motor Vehicle Deaths 44275
D Determination of Who was Driving 44280
E Ejected Occupant 44285
F Run Over by Vehicle 44290
G Seat Belt and Airbag Related Injuries 44295
H Motor Vehicle Fires 44300
I Motorcycle Related Deaths 44305
J Bicycle Related Deaths 44310
K All Terrain Vehicle Related Deaths 44315
L Head and Neck Injuries 44320
M Motor Vehicle-Train 44325
N Pedestrian-Train 44330
O Aircraft 44335
P Light Planes 44340
Q Commercial Planes 44345
R Aircraft Crash Scene 44350
S Helicopter Crashes 44355
T Hot Air Balloons 44360

52 In-custody Deaths 44410
53 Postmortem Radiography 44420

A Computed Tomography 44430
B Magnetic Resonance Imaging 44440

54 Select Topics/Management 44470
A Medicolegal Autopsy Report 44480
B Administration & Management 44490
C Laboratory Information Systems 44500
D Quality Assurance 44510
E Autopsy Hazards 44520
F Facility Design 44530
G Regulations & Safety 44540
H Mass Disasters 44550
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